Unit 1 Africa Study Guide KEY:
Geography:
1. What lake is the source of The Nile?   Lake Victoria
2. What is the largest lake in Africa? Lake Victoria
3. The lack of clean and abundant water in many countries south of the Sahara has had what economic effect?  Little to no development of businesses and technology 
4. What is desertification?  “The spread of the desert” The transformation of arable land into non-arable land
5. What region of Africa is dealing with desertification?  

 The Sahel
6. List some of the specific causes of desertification.   
Overgrazing, improper farming techniques, drought, deforestation
7. What is the Sahel region of Africa and where is it located?  
Semi-Arid area south of the Sahara;  formerly grasslands now drying up and becoming desert 
8. Why is the Sahel an impoverished area in recent years?  
Lack of development, lack of rainfall, grassland area now turning into uninhabitable desert 
9. Why is the population of the Sahara desert low?  Lack of water 
10. What is drought?  Lack of rainfall
11. What is famine?   Widespread shortage of food (note:  malnutrition is the lack of the right kinds of food)
12. Explain the difference between renewable and non-renewable resources.  Non-renewable resources cannot be quickly replaced.  Renewable resources can!  (
13. What is the major physical barrier in the continent of Africa?  Sahara Desert
14. Where is the Aswan High Dam and what is its purpose?  How has this impacted the quality of water?  Along the Nile River in Egypt—built to stop the annual flooding of the Nile River….the flooding was bad for homes and property, but GOOD for farming (bringing fertile silt to the mouth of the river)    Now Egypt is dealing with water pollution due to artificial fertilizers used 
15. What is the major water source for Sudan and Egypt?  The Nile River
16. What does the term “Sub-Saharan” Africa mean? “sub” means “below,” so it is the part of the continent of Africa “below” or SOUTH of the Sahara Desert 
17. What man-made geographic feature is important for Egypt’s trade?  The Suez Canal
Culture:
18. What was the result of the migration of the Bantu people throughout Africa?  They kept their cultural identity, but changed/influenced the people that they came into contact with (taught new farming techniques, cattle raising, language, the ideas of civilization/towns, etc.) 

19. What is the difference between an ethnic group and a religious group?   An ethnic group is the race/culture that one is born into which shares language, culture, history, etc..  A religious group shares a belief system.  Members of different ethnic groups may be part of the same religious group.
20. What did many missionaries do in Africa
during the era of Colonialism?  They shared their faith and helped out with humanitarian causes building schools, hospitals, wells, roads, etc.  They taught “civilization.” 
21. What is diversity?  Differences in background & culture
22. How can diversity within a country lead to conflict?  Different cultures and values may disagree on how to govern a country and may have trouble unifying their people when some groups do not feel included.
23. What was “The White Man’s Burden?”  A poem by Rudyard Kipling which implied that it was the white man’s (European’s) DUTY to colonize and civilize the natives in Africa
24. What was “Social Darwinism?”  the idea of the evolution of the species  proposed by scientist Charles Darwin was later used, inappropriately, to say that Europeans were more evolved than other races, to further justify colonialism
25. How did most people in Europe interpret “The White Man’s Burden?”  As a serious justification for colonizing Africa
26. What are the four major ethnic groups in Africa?  Bantu, Arab, Ashanti, Swahili 
27. What region are most Arabs found in?  North Africa
28. Which ethnic group migrated down the Eastern coast of Africa
and settled in the South?  Bantu 
29. Which ethnic group is mostly located along the Eastern Coast of Africa whose religion blends Islam and native beliefs?  Swahili 
History:
30. When Europeans colonized Africa, what did they do that changed the continent of Africa forever?  They created new boundary lines with no regard for the people settled there 
31. When African countries won their independence from European powers, many experienced civil wars and rebellions within their new countries.   What were some of the causes?  Diversity in their new nations (a result of the boundary lines drawn by the Europeans during colonial rule), inability to unify the governments, unfair representation of different ethnic groups in new governments, rebel groups trying to overthrow the government
32. How did Nigeria win its independence from Great Britain
in 1960?  Through a series of long & bloody wars
33. What was apartheid?  The separation or segregation of races in South Africa
…   all people were divided into 4 categories:  Black, White, Colored, or Asian.  Only the white Europeans had rights.  The other groups were persecuted. 
34. What was Nelson Mandela’s role in fighting against apartheid?  He was one of the first (and loudest) protestors of apartheid.  He was eventually imprisoned for 27 years for his beliefs.   Once apartheid ended and South Africa
had free elections for the first time, he was elected president! 
35. What was FW deKlerk’s role in fighting against apartheid?  He was the last apartheid-era president of South Africa and supported political change. 
36. Now that apartheid has ended, what is South Africa’s government like today?  It is democratic and all racial groups have equal rights 
37. What was the purpose of the Pan-African movement?  To create a continent-wide identity, to unify against the European powers, to encourage African countries to fight for their independence
38. What was the purpose of the Berlin Conference of 1884-1885?  To formally divide Africa& start colonization 
39. What were some of the European motives for colonizing Africa?  Raw materials, European Racism, place for excess population, humanitarian reasons, missionary work, “White Man’s Burden,” etc. 
40. Who was Jomo Kenyatta?  A leader in Kenya’s independence movement;  the “founding father” of Kenya
41. Who was General Abubaker?  Nigerian leader & president after independence
42. Why was it hard for many African countries to form stable governments after winning their independence?  They had to decide what type of government to have and who would lead them…   this was difficult to build a new government from scratch when so many different ethnic groups were thrown into countries together after colonization.  Sometimes one group will rebel and try to overthrow the group in power and then the cycle of violence continues…
43. South Africa’s independence movements were a conflict between whom?  The British, the Boers, and the Natives 
44. What helped the Kenyans form their nationalist movements (and eventually gain independence from Great Britain)?  Some Kenyans were sent to missionary schools where they learned Western ideals such as democracy and then wanted  this for their home country. 
45. How did the British maintain control over their colony in Kenya?  They gave privileges to some (forming allies) and squashed any uprisings. 
46. Which European power tortured and maimed the people of the Congo
for its rubber trade?  Belgium 
47. Which European powers fought over the colonization of South Africa?  The Dutch and the British 
48. What was the impact of colonialism on the African continent?  (ESSAY QUESTION!!!)
-mention motives for colonization, artificial boundaries, struggles during colonial rule, & independence movements and civil wars afterwards
