Unit 1 Africa Study Guide 
Geography:
1. What lake is the source of The Nile?   
2. What is the largest lake in Africa? 
3. The lack of clean and abundant water in many countries south of the Sahara has had what economic effect?  
4. What is desertification?  
5. What region of Africa is dealing with desertification?  

6. List some of the specific causes of desertification.   
7. What is the Sahel region of Africa and where is it located?  
8. Why is the Sahel an impoverished area in recent years?  
9. Why is the population of the Sahara desert low?  
10. What is drought?  
11. What is famine?   
12. Explain the difference between renewable and non-renewable resources.  
13. What is the major physical barrier in the continent of Africa?  
14. Where is the Aswan High Dam and what is its purpose?  How has this impacted the quality of water?  
15. What is the major water source for Sudan and Egypt?  
16. What does the term “Sub-Saharan” Africa mean? 
17. What man-made geographic feature is important for Egypt’s trade?  
Culture:
18. What was the result of the migration of the Bantu people throughout Africa?  
19. What is the difference between an ethnic group and a religious group?   
20. What did many missionaries do in Africa
21. What is diversity?  
22. How can diversity within a country lead to conflict?
23. What was “The White Man’s Burden?” 
24. What was “Social Darwinism?”  
25. How did most people in Europe interpret “The White Man’s Burden?”  
26. What are the four major ethnic groups in Africa?  
27. What region are most Arabs found in?  
28. Which ethnic group migrated down the Eastern coast of Africa
and settled in the South?  
29. Which ethnic group is mostly located along the Eastern Coast of Africa whose religion blends Islam and native beliefs?  
History:
30. When Europeans colonized Africa, what did they do that changed the continent of Africa forever?  
31. When African countries won their independence from European powers, many experienced civil wars and rebellions within their new countries.   What were some of the causes?  
32. How did Nigeria win its independence from Great Britain
in 1960?  
33. What was apartheid?  
34. What was Nelson Mandela’s role in fighting against apartheid?  
35. What was FW deKlerk’s role in fighting against apartheid?  
36. Now that apartheid has ended, what is South Africa’s government like today?  
37. What was the purpose of the Pan-African movement?  
38. What was the purpose of the Berlin Conference of 1884-1885?  
39. What were some of the European motives for colonizing Africa?  
40. Who was Jomo Kenyatta?  
41. Who was General Abubaker?  
42. Why was it hard for many African countries to form stable governments after winning their independence?  
43. South Africa’s independence movements were a conflict between whom?  
44. What helped the Kenyans form their nationalist movements (and eventually gain independence from Great Britain)?  
45. How did the British maintain control over their colony in Kenya?  
46. Which European power tortured and maimed the people of the Congo
for its rubber trade?  
47. Which European powers fought over the colonization of South Africa?  
48. What was the impact of colonialism on the African continent?  (ESSAY QUESTION!!!)
-mention motives for colonization, artificial boundaries, struggles during colonial rule, & independence movements and civil wars afterwards
