
Name:  _____________________________________ 

Flowers for Algernon Study Guide 

1. At the beginning of the story, Charlie was ____ years old. 

2. The test involving the interpretation of ink blots was called a/an _______________________________. 

3. What kind of doctor was Dr. Strauss?  ____________________________________________________ 

4. What kind of doctor was Dr. Nemur?  ____________________________________________________ 

5. What kind of school did Charlie attend?  __________________________________________________ 

6. What was Miss Kinnian’s profession?  ____________________________________________________ 

7. Algernon was a/an  ______________________________. 

8. What Charlie called an “amazed” was actually a/an ____________________________________. 

9. At first Charlie thought Algernon was smarter than others of his kind because he was 

____________________________. 

10. What was Algernon’s motivation?  ________________________________________ 

11. What did Charlie call “motivation”?  _______________________________________ 

12. Charlie’s I.Q. was approximately _____________________. 

13. If the experiment was successful, Charlie’s I.Q. would be ______________ times greater than before. 

14. What did Charlie keep with him for good luck?  _____________________________________________ 

15. What was Charlie’s job at the box factory?  ________________________________________________ 

16. Charlie finally beat Algernon on _____________________________ (date). 

17. The person who timed the races was named ______________________________. 

18. Early in the experiment, Charlie read ______________________________________________ (a book). 

19. Charlie learned that a plateau was a/an ___________________________________________________. 

20. Charlie had to promise not to read any books on the subject of ________________________________ 

without Dr. Strauss’s permission. 

21. For his money-saving suggestion at the factory, Charlie earned ________________________________. 

22. With his “bonus” Charlie wanted to do what?  What did he end up doing instead and why? 

 



23. Which doctor was more cautious about publishing the results of the experiment and why?  

 

24. What did Burt say was the cause of Dr. Nemur’s problem?  ___________________________________ 

25. The emotion that Charlie recognized he felt on April 28 was __________________________________. 

26. _________________________ number of names were on a petition to fire Charlie.  What happened as 

a result?  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

27. The only factory worker who refused to sign was ___________________________________________. 

28. This person compared Charlie’s new intelligence to what story in the Bible?  _____________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________. 

29. When Charlie complained of his handwriting, Dr. Strauss suggested that he learn to ______________? 

30. Which of the doctors was approximately 50 years old?  ______________________________________ 

31. What did Charlie feel interfered with Dr. Nemur’s mind?  _____________________________________ 

32. Suddenly, on May 25, _______________________ became very important to Charlie. 

33. According to the findings of Charlie’s research, the greater the artificial increase of intelligence, the 

_____________________________________________ its deterioration. 

34. Mrs. Flynn was Charlie’s _______________________________________. 

35. When Charlie was teased when he returned to his old job, who defended him and why? 

 

36. Do you think Charlie should have had the operation?  Why or why not?  Explain your position in a 

persuasive paragraph. 

 


